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(54) EPG apparatus and its control method 

(57) An EPG apparatus provided by the present in- 
vention displays information such as the status of con- 
nection of other equipment connected to the EPG ap- 
paratus on an EPG screen. 

A TV (21) detects the fact that a VTR (22) is con- 
nected thereto by communication through a digital sig- 
nal control line (29). The TV (21) displays a character 
or an image indicating the fact that the VTR (22) is con- 



nected thereto on an EPG screen of a display unit (36) 
along with EPG data resulting from decoding by an EPG 
decoder (39) employed in the TV (21). While watching 
the EPG screen, the user is capable of selecting a 
broadcasted program received by a tuner (37) em- 
ployed in the TV (21 ) or a program to be played back by 
the VTR (22). In addition, a video-recording reservation 
in the VTR (22) can be made. 
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Description 

In general, the present invention relates to an EPG 
(Electric Programming Guide) apparatus, that is. an ap- 
paratus having an EPG decoder In particular, the 
present invention relates to a technology of displaying 
data conceming other external equipment on an EPG 
screen. 

In media for presenting a number of programs such 
as a satellite digital broadcasting system, an FM multi- 
plex broadcasting system and the Internet, an EPG is 
introduced in order to improve the convenience of pro- 
gram selection. In the satellite digital broadcasting sys- 
tem, for example. EPG data such as the number of a 
transmitted channel, the name of a transmitted program 
and a schedule is decoded by an EPG decoder em- 
ployed In the receiver where an EPG screen is displayed 
on a television monitor. 

However, even though an apparatus employing an 
EPG decoder displays information on received pro- 
grams on an EPG screen, the apparatus does not dis- 
play data concerning connection with other external 
equipment. 

It is thus an object of the present invention to pro- 
vide an EPG apparatus with a means for displaying in- 
formation on other equipment such as the status of con- 
nection of the EPG apparatus with the other equipment. 

In order to achieve the object described above, the 
present invention provides a system comprising an EPG 
apparatus and an external apparatus connected to the 
EPG apparatus by using a communication means 
wherein, when the EPG apparatus detects the connec- 
tion thereof to the external apparatus by means of the 
communication means, the EPG apparatus displays da- 
ta concerning the external apparatus on an EPG screen 
of a display means employed in the EPG apparatus or 
an EPG screen of an external display means along with 
EPG data resulting from decoding carried out by an EPG 
decoder embedded in the EPG apparatus. 

According to the present embodiment, an EPG ap- 
paratus is capable of detecting the fact that the EPG ap- 
paratus is connected to an external apparatus by using 
a communication means. In addition, the EPG appara- 
tus displays data conceming the external equipment on 
an EPG screen of a display means employed In the EPG 
apparatus or an EPG screen of an external display 
means along with EPG data resulting from decoding 
carried out by an EPG decoder embedded in the EPG 
apparatus. 

The invention will be further described by way of ex- 
ample with reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
which:- 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing a system using 
AV links; 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing the configuration 
of a first embodiment implementing a system to 
which the present Invention is applied; 



Fig. 3 is a diagram showing an example of an EPG 
screen displayed initially on the display unit of a TV; 
Figs. 4 to 6 are each a diagram showing an example 
of an EPG screen displayed after detection of acon- 
5 nected VTR; 

Fig. 7 is a diagram showing an example of an EPG 
screen displayed after detection of a connected 
VTR and after recognition of programs recorded in 
the VTR: 

10 Fig. 8 is a diagram showing an example of an EPG 
screen displayed initially on the display unit of a TV 
as a video-recording-reservation screen; 
Fig. 9 is a diagram showing an example of EPG 
screen displayed after detection of a connected 

15 VTR for making a video-recording reservation; 

Fig. 10 is a diagram showing an example of EPG 
screen displayed after making a video-recording 
reservation 

Fig. 11 is a block diagram showing the configuration 
20 of a second embodiment implementing a system to 
which the present invention is applied; and 
Fig. 1 2 is a diagram showing an example of an EPG 
screen displayed after detection of a connected 
SAT 

25 

The present invention will become more apparent 
from a careful study of the following detailed description 
of some preferred embodiments with reference to the 
accompanying diagrams showing the embodiments. 
30 The description is divided into the following five sections 
which will be explained sequentially one section after 
another In the order the sections are listed: 

[1 ] System Using AV links 
35 [2] Configuration of a First Embodiment Implement- 
ing a System Provided by the Invention 
[3] Operations of the System Implemented by the 
First Embodiment 

[4] Configuration of a Second Embodiment Imple- 
40 menting a System Provided by the Invention 

[5] Operations of the System Implemented by the 
Second Embodiment 

[1] System Using an AV link 

45 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing the configuration 
of a system using AV links. To put It In detail, the system 
comprises first to third AV apparatuses connected by AV 
links. Examples of the AV apparatuses include a video 
50 tape recorder referred to hereafter simply as a VTR, a 
television receiver referred to hereafter simply as a TV 
and a tuner. The AV link conforms to a system EN-50157 
standardized in Europe. The AV link Is 21 -pin SCART 
connection which Includes bi-directional analog connec- 
ts tlon for transmitting both audio and video signals and bi- 
directional digital connection for transmitting other kinds 
of signal such as a control command. 

As shown in the figure, the first and third AV appa- 



2 



BNSOOCID: <£P 0843468A2> 



EP 0 843 468 A2 



J 



ratuses are provided with SCART connectors 1 and 4 
respectively. On the other hand, the second AV appara- 
tus has SCART connectors 2 and 3. A SCART cable 5 
is provided between the first and second SCART con- 
nectors whereas a SCART cable 6 is provide between 
the third and fourth SCART connectors. 

The SCART cable 5 includes a digital control signal 
line 7 connecting the tenth pins (pins-10j of the SCART 
connectors 1 and 2 to each other and analog information 
signal lines 8 for separately transmitting audio and video 
signals. By the same token, the SCART cable 6 includes 
a digital control signal line 9 connecting the tenth pins 
of the SCART connectors 3 and 4 to each other and an- 
alog information signal lines 10 for separately transmit- 
ting audio and video signals. The analog and video sig- 
nals are abbreviated hereafter to an AV signal. 

The first AV apparatus employs a microcontroller 11 
for inputting and outputting digital control signals de- 
scribed earlier. An input terminal of the microcontroller 
1 1 is connected to the tenth pin of the SCART connector 
1. A bidirectional arrow passing through the tenth pin 
indicates that the digital control signal line 7 is a bi-di- 
rectional bus line. 

In addition, a voltage +Vcc of a power supply is sup- 
plied to the input terminal of the microcontroller 11 
through a resistor 13. Furthermore, an output terminal 
of the microcontroller 11 is connected to the base of an 
output transistor 1 2. The collector of the output transis- 
tor 1 2 is connected to the junction between the input ter- 
minal of the microcontroller 11 and the resistor 13. that 
is, the end of the resistor 1 3 on the opposite side to the 
power-supply voltage +Vcc. 

Much like the first AV apparatus, the second and 
third AV apparatuses also employ microcontrollers 14 
and 17, resistors 16 and 19 and output transistors 15 
and 18 respectively. The input terminal of the microcon- 
troller 1 4 is connected to the tenth pins of the SCART 
connectors 2 and 3 whereas the input terminal of the 
microcontroller 17 is connected to the tenth pin of the 
SCART connector 4. The input terminals of the micro- 
controllers 1 4 and 1 7 are connected to the power-supply 
voltage +Vcc through their respective resistors 16 and 
19 and output terminals thereof are connected to their 
respective output transistors 1 5 and 1 8 in the same way 
as the first AV apparatus. 

The description given so far explains the inpu t/out- 
put connection of a digital control signal. In actuality, the 
first to third AV apparatuses are each provided with a 
block, which is not shown in the figure, for processing 
an AV signal. In addition, bi-directional arrows on the 
connections of the analog information signal line 8 to the 
SCART connectors 1 and 2 indicate that an analog in- 
formation signal can be transmitted in both directions 
through the analog infonnation signal line 8. By the 
same token, bi-directional arrows on the connections of 
the analog information signal line 10 to the SCART con- 
nectors 3 and 4 indicate that an analog information sig- 
nal can be transmitted in both directions through the an- 



alog information signal line 10. 

In this way. by using one SCART cable for connect- 
ing any two units of the first, second and third AV appa- 
ratuses, the AV signal and the digital control signals can 
5 be transmitted among the AV apparatuses in both direc- 
tions. 

[2] Configuration of a First Embodiment Implementing a 
System Provided by the Invention 

10 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing the configuration 
of a first embodiment implementing a system to which 
the present invention is applied. As shown in the figure, 
the system comprises a TV 21 and a VTR 22. In both 

IS the TV 21 and the VTR 22, an EPG decoder is embed- 
ded. A SCART cable 28 is used for connecting a SCART 
connector 24 provided on the TV 21 to a SCART con- 
nector 25 of the VTR 22. The SCART cable 28 includes 
a digital control signal line 29 connecting the tenth pins 

20 of the SCART connectors 24 and 25 to each other and 
an analog information signal line 30 for transmitting an 
AV signal. As described above, the digital control signal 
line 29 and the analog information signal line 30 are ca- 
pable of transmitting a digital control signal and an AV 

25 signal respectively in both directions. 

The TV 21 comprises a controller 35 for implement- 
ing functions such as management and control of the 
TV 21 as a whole, a display unit 36 for outputting pic- 
tures and sound, a tuner 37, an on-screen-display 

30 (OSD) unit 38, an EPG decoder 39 and a switch 40 for 
selecting a signal output by the tuner 37, the OSD unit 
38 or the analog information signal line 30 as an input 
to the display unit 36. 

On the other hand, the VTR 22 comprises a control- 

35 ler 41 for implementing functions such as management 
and control of the VTR 22 as a whole, an AV (audio/ 
video) source 42, an OSD unit 43 and a switch 44 for 
selecting a signal output by the AV source 42 or the OSD 
unit 43 as an input to the analog information signal line 

40 30. The AV source 42 has functions of a tuner and an 
AV-signal video-recording/playback system., 

[3] Operations of the System Implemented by the First 
Embodiment Shown in Fig. 2 



45 



50 



Operations of the system shown in Fig. 2 are clas- 
sified into the following two categories: 

(1 ) operations to select a program and 

(2) operations to make a video-recording reserva- 
tion 

(1 ) Operations to select a program 



55 First of all, assume that an EPG screen displayed 
initially on the display unit 36 of the TV 21 is like one 
shown in Fig. 3. The display screen merely shows chan- 
nels 1 to 4, which shows broadcasted programs re- 
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ceived by the tuner 37, and does not make the TV watch- 
er aware of the fact that the VTR 22 is connected to the 
TV 21. 

The TV 21 and the VTR 22 are capable of exchang- 
ing data with each otherthrough thedigital control signal 
line 29. As part of the exchange of data, the TV 21 car- 
ries out an operation such as polling to detect the con- 
nection with the VTR 22. A typical way to detect the con- 
nection with other pieces of equipment including the 
VTR 22 is assignment of a fixed address to each of the 
pieces of equipment. For example, an address of 0001 
is assigned to the VTR 22. The controller 35 employed 
in the TV 21 outputs a packet including the address as- 
signed to the VTR 22 to the digital control signal line 29. 
Receiving the packet, the controller 41 employed in the 
VTR 22 returns an ACK (acknowledge) signal to the TV 
21 in response to the packet. The ACK signal received 
by the controller 35 employed in the TV 21 is a detected 
evidence of the existence of equipment to which the 
packet has been transmitted. 

Detecting the connection of the VTR 22 to the TV 
21 , the controller 35 employed in the TV 21 controls the 
OSD unit 38 so as to display a string of characters "VTR" 
on the EPG screen of the display unit 36 to indicate the 
existence of the VTR 22 along with the broadcasted 
channels received by the intemal tuner 37 in the TV 21 
as shown in Fig. 4. In place of the string of characters 
"VTR", an icon to represent the VTR 22 can also be dis- 
played as shown in Fig. 5. As another alternative, such 
an icon and the string of characters "VTR" can both be 
displayed as shown in Fig. 6. 

While watching the screen shown in Fig. 4, the user 
selects a broadcasted program or the VTR by operating 
a remote controller which is not shown in the figure. Typ- 
ically, the remote controller is provided with up and down 
move keys and a confirm key. The up or down move key 
is operated to move a cursor on the display screen up 
or down to a position beside a desired broadcasted pro- 
gram or beside the string of characters "VTR". In the 
example shown in Fig. 4, the cursor is moved to a posi- 
tion beside a movie of channel 2. After the cursor has 
been placed to a desired position, the confirm key is 
pressed to indicate the selection of a broadcasted pro- 
gram or a program to be played back from the VTR 22. 

If a broadcasted program is selected, the controller 
35 transmits a station-selection control signal to the tun- 
er 37 and an AV signal of the program selected by the 
tuner 37 in accordance with the station-selection control 
signal is output to the display unit 36 by way of the switch 
40. If a program to be played back from the VTR 22 is 
selected, on the other hand, the controller 35 sends the 
VTR 22 a playback command addressed to the VTR 22 
through the digital control signal line 29 connected to 
the tenth pin of the SCART connector 24. The playback 
command is supplied to the controller 41 employed in 
the VTR 22 through the tenth pin of the SCART connec- 
tor 25 provided on the VTR 22. Receiving the playback 
command, the controller 41 outputs a control signal to 



the AV source 42. requesting the AV source to output a 
played-back AV signal from a video tape to the analog 
information signal line 30 by way of the switch AA and 
the SCART connector 25. The AV signal output to the 
5 analog information signal line 30 is supplied to the dis- 
play unit 36 employed in the TV 21 by way of the SCART 
connector 24 and the switch 40. 

As described above, according to the present em- 
bodiment, either a broadcasted program or a program 

10 recorded in advance can be selected In such a uniform 
manner that there is no need to distinguish one from an- 
other, raising the degree of usage convenience of the 
system. It should be noted that the VTR 22 may employ 
extemal memory units as video-recording media or as 

IS video-recording sub-channels. In this case, it Is neces- 
sary to read out the contents of what are recorded In the 
media. For a VTR 22 with such a configuration, the con- 
troller 35 employed in the TV 21 utilizes a control signal 
transmitted through the digital control signal line 29 to 

20 read out the video-recording contents and then display 
the contents resulting from the read operation along with 
the string of characters "VTR" as shown in Fig. 7. If a 
program to be generated by the VTR 22 is selected by 
the user, the TV 21 transmits an instruction to select the 

25 program and a playback command to play back the se- 
lected program to the VTR 22. Receiving the instruction 
the playback command, the VTR 22 starts the operation 
to play back the desired program and transmits the 
played-back program to the display unit 36 employed in 

30 the TV 21 . 

(2) Operations to make a video-recording reservation 

First of all, an initial EPG screen is displayed on the 

3S display unit 36 as shown in Fig. 8. The display screen 
does not make the TV watcher aware of the fact that a 
VTR is connected to the TV 21 . 

Then, the TV 21 carries out an operation such as 
polling to detect the connection with the VTR 22. De- 

40 tecting the connection of the VTR 22 to the TV 21. a 
screen A indicating the connection with the VTR 22 and 
the character B indicating the availability of a function 
for making video-recording reservations are displayed 
on the EPG screen of the display unit 36 along with the 

4S broadcasted channels received by the Internal tuner 37 
employed in the TV 21 typically like ones shown in Fig. 9. 

While watching the display screen like the one 
shown in Fig. 9, the user make a video-recording reser- 
vation by using the remote controller. Typically, the re- 

so mote controller is provided with up, down, right, and left 
move keys and a confirm key. The up or down move key 
is operated to move a cursor on the display screen up 
or down to select a desired program. Then, the right or 
left move key is operated to select the screen A. Finally, 

ss the confirm key Is pressed to confirm the video-record- 
ing reservation. At that time, the TV 21 transmits data 
representing the reserved channel and the reservation 
time to the VTR 22 through the digital control signal line 



V 
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29 and displays a message C like one shown in Fig. 10 
to indicate that the video-recording reservation has 
been nnade. 

[4] Configuration of a Second Embodiment 
Implementing a System Provided by the Invention 

Fig. 11 is a block diagram showing a second con- 
figuration of a system to which the present invention is 

* applied. Components of the system shown in Fig. 1 1 that 

are identical with those shown in Fig. 2 are denoted by 
the same reference numerals as the latter As shown in 
the figure, the system comprises a TV 21 and a satellite 

V broadcasting receiver 23 which is referred to hereafter 

simply as a SAT In both the TV 21 and the SAT 23. an 
EPG decoder is embedded. A SCART cable 31 is used 
for connecting a SCART connector 24 provided on the 
TV 21 to a SCART connector 26 of the SAT 23. The 
SCART cable 31 includes a digital control signal line 32 
connecting the tenth pins of the SCART connectors 24 
and 26 to each other and an analog information signal 
line 33. 

Since the configuration of the TV 21 is the same as 
that shown in Fig. 2. its explanation is not repeated. The 
SAT 23 comprises a controller 51 for implementing func- 
tions such as management and control of the SAT 23 
as a whole, a tuner 52, an OSD unit 53, an EPG decoder 
54 and a switch 55 for selecting a signal output by the 
tuner 52 or the OSD unit 53 as an input to the analog 
information signal line 33. 

[5] Operations of the System Implemented by the 
Second Embodiment Shown in Fig. 11 

First of all. an initial EPG screen is displayed on the 
display unit 36 as shown in Fig. 3. The display screen 
does not make the TV watcher aware of the fact that the 
SAT 23 is connected to the TV 21 , 

Then, the TV 21 carries out an operation such as 
polling to detect the connection with the SAT 23. As the 
connection is detected. EPG data from the SAT 23 is 
received through the digital control signal line 32 and 
displayed to show broad-casted programs received by 
the SAT 23 on the EPG screen along with broadcasted 
programs received by the tuner 37 employed in the TV 
1, 21 itself as shown in Fig. 1 2. As shown in the figure, the 

SAT programs are displayed in a screen area enclosed 
in a frame D. 

While watching the screen shown in Fig. 12, the us- 
er selects a broadcasted program received by the TV 
21 or a broadcasted program received by the SAT 23. 
However, the operation to select a program in this case 
is not the same as the system shown in Fig. 2. That is 
to say. when a broad-casted program received by the 
SAT 23 is selected, the TV 21 transmits a command to 
select the desired program to the SAT 23 through the 
digital control signal line 32. Receiving the command, 
the SAT 23 carries out required operations such as tun- 
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ing and, at the same time, the TV 21 displays an AV 
signal on the display unit 36 employed therein. 

In this way, according to the present embodiment, 
either a broadcasted program received by the TV 21 or 

s a broadcasted program received by the SAT 23 can be 
selected in such a uniform manner that there is no need 
to distinguish one from another, raising the degree of 
usage convenience of the system. 

It should be noted that, while the present invention 

10 has been described with reference to some preferred 
embodiments with the configurations thereof shown in 
Figs. 2 and 1 1 .the description is not intended to be con- 
strued in a limited sense. That is to say. a variety of 
changes and modifications can be made to the embod- 

is iments without departing from the scope of essentials of 
the present invention. 

For example, a TV is connected to a VTR and a SAT 
by an AV link as shown in Figs. 2 and llrespectively. In 
this case, the AV link can be implemented by a digital 

20 bus like the IEEE1394 bus or another connection sys- 
tem. 

In addition, in the configuration shown in Fig. 2, one 
unit of TV is connected to one unit of VTR. It should be 
noted, however, that three or more AV apparatuses can 

25 be connected to each other in a configuration like the 
one shown in Fig. 1. In this configuration, the first AV 
apparatus is a TV including no embedded EPG decoder 
therein whereas the second and third AV apparatuses 
are a SAT and a VTR respectively which each include 

30 an embedded EPG decoder. The first AV apparatus (the 
TV) detects connection with the second AV apparatus 
(the SAT) and the third AV apparatus (the VTR). De- 
pending on a result of the detection, the EPG screen on 
the first AV apparatus (TV) can be changed. In the con- 

35 figuration shown in Fig. 9, on the other hand, one unit 
of TV is connected to one unit of SAT By the same to- 
ken, three or more AV apparatuses can be connected 
to each other in a configuration like the one shown in 
Fig. 1 . In this configuration, the first AV apparatus is a 

40 TV including no embedded EPG decoder therein where- 
as the second and third AV apparatuses are a SAT and 
a cable TV receiver respectively which each include an 
embedded EPG decoder. The first AV apparatus (the 
TV) detects connection with the second AV apparatus 

45 (the SAT) and the third AV apparatus (the cable TV re- 
ceiver). Depending on a result of the detection, the EPG 
screen on the first AV apparatus (TV) can be changed. 

Furthermore, in the configuration shown in Fig. 2, a 
video tape is used as a medium for video-recording and 

50 playing back an AV signal. It should be noted, however, 
that a video-recording medium other than a magnetic 
tape can also be used as well. Examples of a video-re- 
cording medium other than a magnetic tape are a video 
disk for playback purposes only or for both playback and 

55 video-recording purposes. 

On the top of that, the present invention can be ap- 
plied not only to a ground-wave TV, a SAT and a cable 
TV receiver, but also to all kinds of ordinary EPG equip- 
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ment, apparatuses each including an embedded EPG 
deccxier 



Claims 



A system comprising an EPG apparatus and an ex- 
ternal apparatus connected to said EPG apparatus 
by a communication means wherein, when said 
EPG apparatus detects connection of said external 
apparatus to said EPG apparatus by using said 
communication means, said EPG apparatus dis- 
plays data regarding said external apparatus on an 
EPG screen thereof along with EPG data resulting 
from decoding carried out by an EPG decoder em- 
bedded in said EPG apparatus, 

A system according to claim 1 wherein said data 
regarding said external apparatus is a character or 
an image Indicating said external apparatus. 

A system according to claim 1 or 2 wherein said da- 
ta regarding said extemal apparatus includes infor- 
mation on programs that can be generated by said 
external apparatus. 

A system according to claim 1 , 2 or 3 wherein said 
EPG apparatus has a display means and said EPG 
screen is displayed on said display means. 

A system according to claim 1 , 2, 3 or 4 further In- 
cluding a second external apparatus other than said 
external apparatus connected to said EPG appara- 
tus by said communication means, said second ex- 
ternal apparatus has a display means and said EPG 
screen is displayed on said display means. 

A system according to any one of the preceding 
claims wherein, when said data reaardina said ex- 
ternal apparatus displayed on said EPG screen is 
selected, said EPG apparatus issues an instruction 
to said extemal apparatus through said communi- 
cation means to request said extemal apparatus to 
start outputting a program indicated by said select- 
ed data. 

A system according to claim 3 wherein a program 
that said external apparatus is capable of outputting 
is a program recorded in said extemal apparatus in 
advance. 

A system according to any one of the preceding 
claims wherein said external apparatus includes an 
EPG decoder. 

A system according to any one of the preceding 
claims wherein said extemal apparatus has a func- 
tion to make video-recording reservation of a pro- 



7. 
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gram to be received by said EPG apparatus and. 
when an operation to make a video-recording res- 
en/ation of a program Is carried out via said EPG 
screen, said EPG apparatus issues a video-record- 
ing-reserva tion Instruction to said external appara- 
tus through said communication means. 

10. A system according to claim 9 wherein, after an op- 
eration to make a video-recording reservation of a 
program has been carried out. said EPG apparatus 
displays a message on said EPG screen to indicate 
that said operation to make a video-recording res- 
en/ation of a program has been carried out, 

11. A system according to claim 1 wherein said external 
apparatus is a VTR. 

12. A system according to claim 1 wherein said extemal 
apparatus is a satellite broadcasting receiver 

13. A system according to any one of the preceding 
claims wherein an AV link is used as said commu- 
nication means. 



25 14. A system according to any one of claims 1 to 12 
wherein the IEEE 1394 bus is used as said commu- 
nication means. 



IS 
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15. A control method for controlling a system including 
an EPG apparatus and an extemal apparatus con- 
nected to said EPG apparatus by a communication 
means, said control method comprising the step of; 

displaying by said EPG apparatus, when said 
EPG apparatus detects connection of said external 
apparatus to said EPG apparatus by using said 
communication means, data regarding said exter- 
nal apparatus on an EPG screen thereof along with 
EPG data resulting from decoding carried out by an 
EPG decoder embedded in said EPG apparatus. 

16. A control method according to claim 15 wherein 
said data regarding said external apparatuses a 
character or an image representing said external 
apparatus. 

17. A control method according to claim 15 or 16 where- 
in said data regarding said external apparatus in- 
cludes information on programs that can be gener- 
ated by said external apparatus. 

18. A control method according to claim 15, 16 or 17 
wherein said EPG apparatus has a display means 
and said EPG screen is displayed on said display 
means. 

19. A control method according to claim 15, 16, 17 or 
18 wherein said system further Includes a second 
external apparatus other than said external appa- 
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ratus connected to said EPG apparatus by said eluding a display means, 

connmuntcation means, said secoH||Sxternal appa- 
ratus has a display means and said EPG screen is 
displayed on said display means. 

5 

20. A control method according to any one of claims 1 5 
to 1 9 whereby, when said data regarding said ex- 
ternal apparatus displayed on said EPG screen is 
selected, said EPG apparatus issues an instruction 

to said external apparatus through said communi- io 
cation means to request said external apparatus to 
start outputting a program indicated by said select- 
ed data. 

21. A control method according to claim 17 wherein a '5 
program that said external apparatus is capable of 
outputting is a program recorded in said external 
apparatus in advance. 

22. A control method according to any one of claims 15^^ 
to 21 wherein said external apparatus includes an 
EPG decoder 

23. A control method according to any one of claims 1 5 
to 22 wherein said 

external apparatus has a function to make video- 
recording reservation of a program to be received 
by said EPG apparatus and whereby, when an op- 
eration to make a video-recording reservation of a 
program is carried out via said EPG screen, said 30 
EPG apparatus issues a video-recording-reserva- 
tion instruction to said external apparatus through 
said communication means. 

24. A control method according to claim 23 whereby. 55 
after an operation to make a video-recording reser- 
vation of a program has been carried out, said EPG 
apparatus displays a message on said EPG screen 

to indicate that said operation to make a video-re- 
cording reservation of a program has been carried 
out. 

25. An EPG apparatus comprising: 

an EPG decoder; 

a communication means for communicating 
N-^ with an external apparatus; and 

a control means, 

wherein, when said EPG apparatus detects 
connection of said external apparatus to said 50 
EPG apparatus by using said communication 
means, said control means displays data re- 
garding said external apparatus along with 
EPG data resulting from decoding carried out 
by an EPG decoder embedded in said EPG ap- 
paratus. 

26. An EPG apparatus according to claim 25 further in- 
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